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/ The White House has in- 
structed presidential aides 
to claim executive privilege 
and' refuse to answer certain 
questions in closed-door ses- 
sions of the Senate Water- 
gate committee, according 
to reliable government 
sources. 

This appears to be a re- 
versal of President Nixon’s 
publicly stated position, last 
affirmed in a J.uJ^.7 letter to 
the Senate committee, in 



which Mr. Nixon said he had 
“agreed to permit the unre- 
stricted testimony of present 
and former White House 
staff members before your 
committee.” 

The restriction of testi- 
mony is part of a “hard' 
line” that is emerging as tlie 

( President and his No. 1 aide, 
Alexander Haig, take more 
direct control in the re- 
sponse to Watergate, accord- 
ing to White House sources, 
A White House spokesman 
said last night: “I flatly dis- 
agree with the view that 



there has been a watering 
down of the President’s po- 
. sition and his willingness to 
cooperate with the Senate 
committee.” The official 
said that the few restrictions 
ion testimony are consistent 
with the limitations of the 
Senate investigation. 

■In- the ja gt " ,opV hrtwpyplr • 
White House lawyers have, 
placed the following restric- 
k tions on testimony: 

° Rose Mary Woods, the 
President’s personal secre- 
[ tary and executive assistant, 
I was instructed to not appear 



j for an interview after being 
1 requested to appear by the 



| Senate committee. 

' • One present White 
I House aide whs instructed 
I nob -to answer questions 
I about comments the Presi- 
I dent wrote in the margins of 
1 the daily news summary 
| that Mr. Nixon receives. 

* » Secret Service agents 
were not only instructed not 
to answer questions .about 
the tape recordings secretly 
made of the President’s con- 
versations, but the agents 
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have been told not to an- 
swer questions about any 
matters relating to Detec- 
ti ve . service s suppliedPo 
jfresidelinidl candidates. 

, (This effectively prevents 
the Senate committee from 
investigating press reports 
that Secret Service agents 
forwarded reports to the 
White House about the 
schedules and personal lives 
of at least one Democratic 
presidential contender.) 

0 On several occasions 
White House aides have 
been instructed by White 
House lawyers who sit in on 
the closed-door interviews at 

I the Senate committee not to 
answer questions relating to 
matters after April 30, 
which is the day that H. R. 
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich- 
man and John W. Dean III 
left the White House staff. 

White House sources 
maintain that the restric- 
tions are consistent with the 
President’s July 7 letter, in 
which he also said that the 
Senate committee would be 
denied access to “presiden- 
tial papers.” 

In that letter the Presi- 
Ident said: “No President 
ij could function if the private 
1 papers of his office, pre- 
ipared by his personal staff, 
{were open to public scru- 
tiny. Formulation of sound 
public policy requires that 
the President and his per- 
sonal staff be able to com- 
municate among themselves 
in complete candor, and that 
their frank comments on is- 
sues and personalities at 
home and abroad remain 
confidential.” 

It is on this basis that the 
sources said they also ex- 
pect the White House to an- 
nounce publicly on Monday 
that the tapes of the Presi- 
dent’s telephone and office 
conversations will not be re- 
leased to the Senate com- 
mittee. 

The sources said that the 
President wants to cooper- 
ate with the Senate investi- 
gation, but interrogation 
about presidential papers 
such as the comments on 
news summaries or about 
matters after April 30, when 
the chief presidential aides 
left the staff, should not be- 
considered an appropriate 
part of the Watergate probe. 



mat letter was in re- 
sponse to the disclosure that 
the President had taped his 
conversations for two years. 
At the time, the Senate com- 
mittee was attempting to ob- 
tain information about the 
tapes from the Secret Serv- 
ice agents who maintained 
the elaborate presidential 
electronic surveillance sys- 
tem. 

It is understood that the 
White House restrictions 
were placed on the Secret 
Service agents because the 
lawyers advising the Presi- 
dent on the Watergate felt 
that testimony by the agents 
would open the door into an 
inquiry about the private 
life of the President. 

Such an inquiry or even 
the possibility of such an in- 
quiry would necessarily re- 
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Edward Schmuits, genera: 
I counsel for the Treasury De- 
partment, confirmed yester- 
day that he had received 
oral instruction from special 
presidential counsel J. Fred 
Buzhardt on Tuesday to in- 
voke executive privilege on 
any questions to Secret 
Service agents about any 
person protected by the 
agency. 

This is an expansion of 
the restriction on testimony 
ordered by the President in 
a Tuesday letter to Treasury 
Secretary George P. Shultz. 
In that letter, the President 
said that he was ordering 
that the Secret Sendee 
agents give no testimony 
“concerning matters, ob- 
served or learned while per- 
forming protective functions 
for the President or in their 
duties at the White House.” 
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strict the access the agents , 
would have in the future to ' 
the President who would be 
wary of their presence in ! 
private moments. i ' 

One White House source 
said that the Senate commit- , 5 
tee “must be prevented' 
from going on a fishing ex- "’ 
pedition.” The source also ’ 
said that Samuel Dash, the 
Senate committee chief,.? 
counsel, agreed that it 
would be inappropriate for. 
the committee to subpoena- , 
the President’s personal sec- 1 r 
retary, Miss Woods, and ther 
request for an interview,.: 
with her was dropped. . , 

Dash declined comment;./ 
yesterday on the subject, of 
what privileges may have 
been invoked by the White’ ^ 
House. . , 





